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1 Introduction

The story of minimum wage legislation in the United States begins at the state-level when, in 1912,
Massachusetts became the first state to pass a minimum wage law as a way to protect women
and child laborers from discrimination. Over the next decade, thirteen more states followed suit,
creating a pastiche of minimum wage regulations that were gender, age, or even industry-specific
(Atkas 2015). It was not until 1938, when President Franklin D. Roosevelt and his Secretary of
Labor, Francis Perkins, helped establish the Fair Labor Standards Act, that a federal minimum
wage (of 25¢ hour) was created. This original federal minimum wage law excluded certain industries
like agriculture and domestic services but over time expanded its coverage.

Since then, the e�ective minimum wage rate has largely been the federal standard, but in
response to federal inaction and the increasing popularity of minimum wages, states and local areas
have also raised their minima. As of July 2016, 30 states have minimum wages that exceed the
federal floor of $7.25 per hour. Twenty-eight cities and counties have set minimum wages above
their state levels.

In this paper we document and release datasets for the more recent part of this history, describing
minimum wage levels for states since 1974. We also provide minimum wage information for sub-state
areas, such as cities and counties, who began raising their minimum wages in 2004. Researchers have
long used data describing this variation, but these new datasets are unique in that they are available
at the daily, monthly, quarterly, and annual frequency. The sub-state data is, to our knowledge, the
first available panel dataset of city and county minimum wages. Below, we explain the contents of
the public-use data, describe the state and sub-state variation in minimum wages, and show that
these data produce estimates of employment and wage e�ects similar to data used in other recent
papers.

2 Data

To assemble the state and sub-state historical minimum wage datasets, we relied on a wide variety
of primary sources, including state legislation and resolutions. When these primary documents were
unavailable for certain geographies, we extended our sourcing to federal reports from the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, reports from state and local agencies, and postings on state labor departments’
websites. In the rare cases when o�cial sources were unavailable, we turned to mentions about
minimum wage levels in local newspaper articles. The Appendix of this paper lists all sources and
we also provide electronic versions of all documents at https://github.com/equitablegrowth/
VZ_historicalminwage/.

For state-level and sub-state-level minimum wages, we provide five datasets: a list of daily
minimum wage changes and balanced panels of minimum wage levels at daily, monthly, quarterly
and annual frequencies. As summarized in Table 1, we create a balanced state-level panel at the
daily frequency for the 50 states and Washington, DC for the period May 1, 1974 through July 1,
2016. To aggregate data at the monthly frequency, we calculate minimum, mean, and maximum
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Table 1: Description of data files
File prefix Description Dates
VZ_state_changes Dates of state-level changes List of daily changes

Begins May 1, 1974

VZ_state_daily State levels: daily Balanced panel
May 1, 1974 - July 1, 2016

VZ_state_monthly State levels: monthly min, mean, max Balanced panel
May 1974 - July 2016

VZ_state_quarterly State levels: quarterly min, mean, max Balanced panel
1974q2 - 2016q3

VZ_state_annual State levels: annual min, mean, max Balanced panel
1974 - 2016

VZ_substate_changes Dates of sub-state-level changes List of daily changes
Begins January 1, 2004

VZ_substate_daily sub-state levels: daily Balanced panel
January 1, 2004 - July 1, 2016

VZ_substate_monthly sub-state levels: monthly min, mean, max Balanced panel
January 2004 - July 2016

VZ_substate_quarterly sub-state levels: quarterly min, mean, max Balanced panel
2004q1 - 2016q3

VZ_substate_annual sub-state levels: annual min, mean, max Balanced panel
2004 - 2016
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values of the daily minimum wage over the months May 1974 through July 2016 for each state.
These values serve as an indicator of whether a change in minimum wage happened at any point
during the month. We also calculate these values at the quarterly frequency for 1974q2 through
2016q3 and at the annual frequency for 1974 through 2016. For sub-state versions of these datasets,
we repeat this process for cities and counties. These sub-state data begin on January 1, 2004, to
our knowledge the date of the first sub-state minimum wage (Santa Fe). When states (or sub-state
areas) have lower minimum wages than the federal (or state) minimum wage, we assume the federal
(or state) minimum wage applies.

Additionally, certain states and sub-state areas also have employer size-specific minimum wages
(Minnesota, Montana, and Pennsylvania) or minimum wages for employers who also provide health
insurance (Nevada). Our list of changes and our daily minimum wage files provide information
on all of these separate minimum wages. For our monthly, quarterly, and annual files, we only
report aggregations of the higher minimum wage if a state or sub-state area has multiple minima
for di�erent types of employers.

3 Analysis

Figure 1 illustrates the minimum wage variation in the data, with the top panel showing the
nominal federal minimum wage and population-weighted mean of the nominal state minimum wage.1

Nominal federal minimum wages have grown over the 1974-2016 period, from $2.00 in 1974 to
the current value of $7.25. Average state minimum wages began to diverge somewhat during long
periods of federal inaction, such as the late 1980s, and then rose substantially beginning in the late
1990s. The population-weighted mean state minimum wage in 2016 was $8.21, about 13.2 percent
higher than the federal floor. At the same time, even with state increases, the minimum wage has
not generally seen real growth over the last four decades. The second panel of Figure 1 shows that
federal minimum wage is now about 16.6 percent lower than its inflation-adjusted value in 1976,
and the average e�ective minimum wage across states is 5.5 percent lower than in 1974.2

The third panel of Figure 1 plots the remarkable rise in the number of state and local minimum
wages. In 1974, only three states had minimum wages exceeding the federal floor (Alaska, Connecticut,
and Rhode Island). Between May 1, 1974 and July 1, 2016, there were 308 state-level minimum
wage increases that were not part of federal minimum wage increases, with about 68.8 percent of
these increases occurring after 2000. As of July 1, 2016, the minimum wages of 30 states exceed
the federal standard. Twenty-eight cities and counties now have minimum wages higher than their
relevant state floors.

Although datasets describing city and county minimum wage variation do not appear to be
common, several scholars have made available datasets describing state-level variation for research on

1
Annual population data is available from the historical and current Census state estimates at http://www.census.

gov/popest/data/. We project 2016 values using state-specific 2014-2015 population growth rates.

2
To calculate real values, we use the BLS CPI-U-RS for 1977-2015, linked to the CPI-U-X1 for 1974-1976. We

project the 2016 index using the 2014-2015 growth rate.
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Figure 1: Minimum wage levels and number of areas with statutory minimum wages
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the wage and employment e�ects of minimum wage increases. Below we use common specifications
for estimating teen wage and employment e�ects to compare our data to three other sources of
minimum wage data: Allegretto and Nadler (2015), Autor, Manning, and Smith (2016), and Meer
and West (2016). Our data and data from these three papers di�er in terms of the period of
coverage and time frequency. For a comparable analysis, we use the intersection of time periods
across datasets (1984-2012) and use quarterly minimum wage variation, where we take quarterly
means of the minimum wage in each dataset.

We then estimate hourly wage and employment elasticities for teens, ages 16-19, using Current
Population Survey (CPS) data aggregated to the state-quarter level. We use the Outgoing Rotation
Groups of the CPS to calculate quarterly mean hourly wages and Basic Monthly files of the CPS to
calculate the teen employment-to-population ratio. The log of the teen mean wage or teen EPOP
is the dependent variable, which we regress on the log on the quarterly minimum wage, along
with the overall state unemployment rate, the teen share of the population, and state and time
fixed e�ects. In addition to a model with common time fixed e�ects (which we call Model 1), we
control for spatial heterogeneity in minimum wages using a model with Census-division-specific
time fixed e�ects and state-specific linear trends (Model 2). Allegretto et al. (2016) demonstrates
that this more saturated specification performs better for employment outcomes on a leaded e�ects
falsification test. All regressions are state population-weighted.3

Table 2 shows that, within models, the estimated elasticities are very similar across datasets in
terms of e�ect sizes and statistical precision. Teen wage elasticities vary little at all across datasets
or models, remaining between 0.235 and 0.254 for Model 1 and 0.256 to 0.263 for Model 2. The
results are similar for employment elasticities. In Model 1, employment elasticities across datasets
range from -0.165 to -0.180. Allowing time fixed e�ects to vary by Census Division and allowing
states to follow di�erent linear trends sharply reduces the estimated employment elasticities to close
to zero, regardless of the data set used.

3
We exclude District of Columbia from the analysis because the Autor Manning Smith (2016) data do not have

minimum wages for this area during 2007 through 2009.
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Table 2: Wage and employment elasticities for teens, 1984-2012

Wage Employment
(1) (2) (1) (2)

Allegretto & Nadler 0.251*** 0.263*** –0.180*** 0.007
(0.027) (0.025) (0.040) (0.056)
5,800 5,800 5,800 5,800

Autor Manning & Smith 0.254*** 0.265*** –0.165*** 0.013
(0.026) (0.025) (0.041) (0.056)
5,800 5,800 5,800 5,800

Meer & West 0.235*** 0.256*** –0.168*** 0.022
(0.029) (0.025) (0.040) (0.057)
5,800 5,800 5,800 5,800

Vaghul & Zipperer 0.251*** 0.264*** –0.174*** 0.010
(0.027) (0.026) (0.041) (0.056)
5,800 5,800 5,800 5,800

Note: All models regress log of the mean teen wage or the teen EPOP on the log minimum wage, the
overall unemployment rate, the teen share of the population, and state fixed e�ects. Model 1 includes
common time fixed e�ects and Model 2 includes Census-division-specific time fixed e�ects and state-
specific linear trends. Regressions are state population-weighted.
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Appendix

Sources for historical state and federal minimum wages series

Below, we have listed bibliographic citations of the sources we used to determine the dates of change
of the minimum wage for each state. These sources are presented in chronological order. PDF
versions of these sources can also be found in the compressed public-use data package. Within
the VZ_FederalMinWage_Changes and VZ_StateMinWage_Changes files, source names and citations
have been abbreviated to mirror the corresponding PDF name, which include information about the
state, source type (legislation, resolution, report, article, state website, Bureau of Labor Statistics,
or Department of Labor), condensed source title, and date accessed.

Alabama

• Wage and Hour Division. “Employee Rights Under the Fair Labor Standards Act.” Washington,
DC: United States Department of Labor, 2009. http://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/
posters/minwage.pdf.

Alaska

• Withington, Roger. “Alaska’s Minimum Wage Adjusted for Inflation.” Juneau, AK: Alaska
Legislature (Legislative Research Service), 2009. http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/
get_documents.asp?session=26&docid=3597.

• Quester, Aline O. “State Minimum Wage Laws, 1950-1980,” in Report of the Minimum Wage
Study Commission: Evolution of the FLSA and A Profile of Minimum Wage Workers edited by
Minimum Wage Study Commission. Volume II. Washington, DC: United States Government
Printing O�ce, 1981. https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=uiug.30112005407603;
view=1up;seq=49.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1980.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1981. http://www.bls.gov/mlr/1981/01/art4full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1981.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1982. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1982/01/art5full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1990.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1991. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1991/01/art4full.pdf.

• Division of Labor Standards and Safety. “Minimum Wage Standard and Overtime Hours.”
State of Alaska, April 3, 2015. http://labor.alaska.gov/lss/whact.htm.
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Arizona

• Arizona Rev. Stat. § 23-363 (2007). http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=
/ars/23/00363.htm&Title=23&DocType=ARS.

• Citizen Sta� Reporter. “AZ minimum wage jumps to $6.90 Jan. 1.” Tucson Citizen, Decem-
ber 27, 2007. http://tucsoncitizen.com/morgue/2007/12/27/72507-az-minimum-wage-
jumps-to-6-90-jan-1/.

• Fitzpatrick, John J. Jr., James L. Perine, and Bridget Dutton. “State labor legislation
enacted in 2008.” Washington, DC: United States Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2009. http:
//www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2009/01/art1full.pdf.

• Arizona Rev. Stat. § 23-364, Resolution (2010). http://www.ica.state.az.us/PublicNotices/
LABOR_MinimumWageResolution_2011.pdf.

• Arizona Rev. Stat. § 23-364, Resolution (2011). http://www.ica.state.az.us/PublicNotices/
LABOR_MinimumWageResolution_2012.pdf.

• Arizona Rev. Stat. § 23-364, Resolution (2012). http://www.ica.state.az.us/PublicNotices/
LABOR_MinimumWageResolution_2013.pdf.

• Arizona Rev. Stat. § 23-364, Resolution (2013). http://www.ica.state.az.us/PublicNotices/
LABOR_MinimumWageResolution_2014.pdf.

• Arizona Rev. Stat. § 23-364, Resolution (2014). http://www.ica.state.az.us/PublicNotices/
LABOR_MinimumWageResolution_2015.pdf.

• Arizona Rev. Stat. § 23-364, Resolution (2015). http://www.ica.state.az.us/PublicNotices/
LABOR_MinimumWageResolution_2016.pdf.

Arkansas

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1980.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1981. http://www.bls.gov/mlr/1981/01/art4full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1981.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1982. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1982/01/art5full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1983.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1984. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1984/01/art6full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1987.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1988. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1988/01/art4full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1991.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1992. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1992/01/art4full.pdf.
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• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1993.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1994. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1994/01/art3full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1997.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1998. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1998/01/art1full.pdf.

• Labor Standards Division. “Administrative Regulations.” Little Rock, AR: Arkansas De-
partment of Labor, 2007. http://www.labor.ar.gov/divisions/Documents/May%2029%
20MinWage%20Regs2.pdf.

California

• Department of Industrial Relations. “History of California Minimum Wage.” State of California,
2016. https://www.dir.ca.gov/iwc/MinimumWageHistory.htm.

Colorado

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1997.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1998. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1998/01/art1full.pdf.

• Department of Labor and Employment. “Minimum Wage.” Colorado: O�cial State Web
Portal, 2016. https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdle/minimumwage.

Connecticut

• Connecticut Department of Labor. “History of Minimum Wage Rates.” State of Connecticut,
2016. https://www.ctdol.state.ct.us/wgwkstnd/wage-hour/history.htm.

• Connecticut Gen. Stat. § 31-60 (2014). https://www.ctdol.state.ct.us/wgwkstnd/DOL-
75.pdf.

Delaware

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1987.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1988. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1988/01/art4full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1996.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1997. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1997/01/art2full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1999.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2000. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2000/01/art1full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 2000.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2001. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2001/01/art2full.pdf.
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• Fitzpatrick, John J. Jr. “State labor legislation enacted in 2006.” Washington, DC: United
States Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2007. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2007/01/art1full.
pdf.

• News.Delaware.Gov. “Governor Signs Legislation to Raise Minimum Wage.” State of Delaware:
The O�cial Website of the First State, January 30, 2014. http://news.delaware.gov/2014/
01/30/governor-signs-legislation-to-raise-minimum-wage/.

• Department of Labor, Division of Industrial A�airs. “Minimum Wage.” State of Delaware:
The O�cial Website of the First State, 2016. http://dia.delawareworks.com/labor-law/
minimum-wage.php.

District of Columbia

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1980.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1981. http://www.bls.gov/mlr/1981/01/art4full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1981.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1982. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1982/01/art5full.pdf.
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North Carolina

• Department of Labor. “North Carolina and United States Minimum Wage Rate History.”
State of North Carolina, 2009. http://www.nclabor.com/wh/fact%20sheets/minimum_
wage_rate_history_072407.pdf.

North Dakota

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1989.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1990. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1990/01/art4full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1991.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1992. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1992/01/art4full.pdf.

• Wage and Hour Division. “ND Minimum Wage & Work Conditions Summary.” Bismarck, ND:
North Dakota Department of Labor and Human Rights, 2009. http://www.nd.gov/labor/
publications/docs/min-wage-082015.pdf.

Ohio

• Ohio Const. art. II, sec. 34a (2006). http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/elections/
Research/electResultsMain/2006ElectionsResults/06-1107Issue2/State%20Issue%202%
20Explanation%20and%20Argument%20in%20Support.aspx.

• Weisberg, Patricia F. “Ohio’s Minimum Wage Will Increase January 1, 2008.” Walter Haverfield,
LLP, 2007. http://www.walterhav.com/pubs/Client_Briefing_EmploymentandLabor_Minimum20Wage.
htm.

• Vorys Labor and Employment Group. “Ohio Sets New Minimum Wage for 2009.” Vorys,
Sater, Seymour and Pease, LLP, 2008. http://www.vorys.com/media/publication/84_
Ohio%20Sets%20New%20Minimum%20Wage%20for%202009.pdf.

• Division of Industrial Compliance and Labor. “2011 Ohio Minimum Wage.” Reynolds-
burg, OH: Ohio Department of Commerce, 2011. http://com.ohio.gov/documents/laws_
2011MinimumWage.pdf.

• Division of Industrial Compliance and Labor. “2012 Ohio Minimum Wage.” Reynolds-
burg, OH: Ohio Department of Commerce, 2012. http://com.ohio.gov/documents/dico_
2012OhioMinimumWage.pdf.

• Division of Industrial Compliance and Labor. “2013 Minimum Wage.” Reynoldsburg, OH: Ohio
Department of Commerce, 2013. http://com.ohio.gov/documents/dico_2013MinimumWageposter.
pdf.
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• Division of Industrial Compliance and Labor. “2014 Minimum Wage.” Reynoldsburg, OH: Ohio
Department of Commerce, 2014. http://com.ohio.gov/documents/dico_2014Minimumwageposter.
pdf.

• Division of Industrial Compliance and Labor. “2015 Minimum Wage.” Reynoldsburg, OH: Ohio
Department of Commerce, 2016. http://com.ohio.gov/documents/dico_2015MinimumWageposter.
pdf.

Oklahoma

• Oklahoma Stat. tit. 40 § 197.1 (2009). https://www.ok.gov/odol/documents/WHMWPosterStatutoryLanguage.
pdf.

• Wage and Hour Division. “Employee Rights Under the Fair Labor Standards Act.” Washington,
DC: United States Department of Labor, 2009. http://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/
posters/minwage.pdf.

Oregon

• Technical Assistance for Employers. “Oregon Minimum Wage.” Oregon.gov, 2014. http:
//www.oregon.gov/boli/TA/Pages/T_FAQ_Minimum-Wage.aspx.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1989.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1990. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1990/01/art4full.pdf.

Pennsylvania

• Minimum Wage Act of 1968 P.L. 11, no. 5.4 (2012). http://www.portal.state.pa.us/
portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=552960&mode=2#4.

• 37 Pennsylvania Code ch. 231 (2007). http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol37/
37-36/1658.html.

Rhode Island

• Labor Market Information Unit. “Statistical & Fiscal Digest 2014.” Cranston, RI: Rhode Island
Department of Labor and Training, 2014. http://www.dlt.ri.gov/lmi/pdf/sfdigest.pdf.

• 6 Rhode Island Gen. Laws § 28-12-3 (2016). http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/
Statutes/TITLE28/28-12/28-12-3.HTM.

South Carolina

• Wage and Hour Division. “Employee Rights Under the Fair Labor Standards Act.” Washington,
DC: United States Department of Labor, 2009. http://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/
posters/minwage.pdf.
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South Dakota

• Division of Labor and Management. “South Dakota Minimum Wage.” South Dakota Depart-
ment of Labor and Regulation, 2014. https://dlr.sd.gov/wagehrs/minimumwage.aspx#
minimum.

Tennessee

• Wage and Hour Division. “Employee Rights Under the Fair Labor Standards Act.” Washington,
DC: United States Department of Labor, 2009. http://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/
posters/minwage.pdf.

Texas

• “Texas Minimum Wage Law.” Texas Workforce Commission, 2015. http://www.twc.state.
tx.us/jobseekers/texas-minimum-wage-law.

Utah

• Utah Code § 34-40, R610-1-3 (2016). http://www.rules.utah.gov/publicat/code/r610/
r610-001.htm#T3.

Vermont

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1980.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1981. http://www.bls.gov/mlr/1981/01/art4full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1985.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1986. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1986/01/art3full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1989.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1990. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1990/01/art4full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1994.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1995. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1995/01/art3full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1996.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1997. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1997/01/art2full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1997.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1998. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/1998/01/art1full.pdf.

• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 1999.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2000. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2000/01/art1full.pdf.
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• Nelson, Richard. “State labor legislation enacted in 2001.” Washington, DC: United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2002. http://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2002/01/art2full.pdf.

• McLean, Dan. “State’s minimum wage increases today.” Burlington Free Press, January 1, 2009.
http://www.vtlivablewage.org/media/BFPMinimumWageIncreaseArticle1.1.09.pdf.

• Wage and Hour Division. “Notice: Minimum Wage.” Montpelier, VT: Vermont Depart-
ment of Labor, 2011. http://labor.vermont.gov/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/WH-
11-Minimum-Wage-Rate-2014.pdf.

• Wage and Hour Division. “Notice: Minimum Wage.” Montpelier, VT: Vermont Department
of Labor, 2014. http://labor.vermont.gov/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Minimum-
Wage-Poster.pdf.

Virginia

• Wage and Hour Division. “Employee Rights Under the Fair Labor Standards Act.” Washington,
DC: United States Department of Labor, 2009. http://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/
posters/minwage.pdf.

Washington

• Workplace Rights Division. “History of Washington Minimum Wage.” Washington State
Department of Labor and Industries, 2016. http://www.lni.wa.gov/WORKPLACERIGHTS/
WAGES/MINIMUM/HISTORY/DEFAULT.ASP.

West Virginia

• “History of the State Minimum Wage Requirements.” West Virginia Division of Labor, 2008.
http://www.wvlabor.com/newwebsite/Documents/wageforms/newer%20forms/MinWageHis1.
pdf.

• Wage and Hour Division. “West Virginia Minimum Wage Requirements.” Charleston, WV:
West Virginia Division of Labor, 2016. http://wvlabor.com/newwebsite/Documents/wageforms/
Minimum%20Wage%20Poster%20new.pdf.

Wisconsin

• Labor Standards Bureau. “Historical Resume of Minimum Wage Regulations in Wisconsin.”
Madison, WI: Department of Workforce Development, Equal Rights Division, 2011. http:
//www.titletown.org/media/295557/paper%204_dwd.pdf.
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Wyoming

• Hauf, Deana. “A History of the Minimum Wage in Wyoming and the U.S.” Wyoming Labor
Force Trends, 2014. https://doe.state.wy.us/LmI/trends/0814/a1.htm.

Sources for historical sub-state minimum wages series

Below, we have listed bibliographic citations of the sources we used to determine the dates of change
of the minimum wage rate for each sub-state area (comprised mainly of cities and counties). These
sources are presented in chronological order by locality. PDF versions of these sources can also
be found in the compressed public-use data package. Within the VZ_substateMinWage_Changes
file, source names and citations have been abbreviated to mirror the corresponding PDF name,
which include information about the city or county, source type (article, city website, proposition,
ordinance, or report), condensed source title, and date accessed.

Albuquerque, NM

• Albuquerque, New Mexico, Municipal Code § 13-12 (2006). https://www.cabq.gov/legal/
documents/minimum-wage-ordinance-as-amended.pdf.

• Legal Department. “Albuquerque Minimum Wage Increase – 2014.” City of Albuquerque,
2016. https://www.cabq.gov/legal/news/albuquerque-minimum-wage-increase-2014.

• Legal Department. “Albuquerque Minimum Wage Increase – 2015.” City of Albuquerque,
2016. https://www.cabq.gov/legal/news/albuquerque-minimum-wage-increase-2014.

• Legal Department. “Albuquerque Minimum Wage Increase – 2015.” City of Albuquerque,
2016. http://www.cabq.gov/legal/news/albuquerque-minimum-wage-increase-2015.

• Legal Department. “Albuquerque Minimum Wage Increase – 2016.” City of Albuquerque,
2016. http://www.cabq.gov/legal/news/albuquerque-minimum-wage-2016.

Bangor, ME

• Bangor, Maine, Municipal Code § 179. http://www.bangormaine.gov/minwage.

Berkeley, CA

• Housing and Community Services Department. “Minimum Wage Ordinance (MWO).” City of
Berkeley, 2016. http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/MWO/.

Bernalillo County, NM

• Bernalillo County, New Mexico, County Code § 2-218. http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.
nmrestaurants.org/resource/resmgr/Docs/BernCo_Minimum_wage_ordinanc.pdf.
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• Board of Commissioners. “Bernalillo Minimum Wage Ordinance: Notice to Employees.”
Bernalillo County, NM: Bernalillo County O�cial Website, 2015. http://www.bernco.gov/
uploads/files/2015_MW_Poster_1-28-15.pdf.

• Board of Commissioners. “Bernalillo Minimum Wage Ordinance: Notice to Employees.”
Bernalillo County, NM: Bernalillo County O�cial Website, 2016. http://www.bernco.gov/
uploads/files/Planning/Min%20Wage%20Poster%202016.pdf.

Chicago, IL

• Chicago, Illinois, Municipal Code § 1-24. http://www.cityofchicago.org/content/dam/
city/depts/mayor/supp_info/Minimum%20Wage/O2014-9680.pdf.

• City Council. “City of Chicago Minimum Wage: Minimum Wage Ordinance.” City of Chicago,
2016. http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/mayor/supp_info/minimum-wage.
html.

El Cerrito, CA

• El Cerrito, California, Municipal Code § 6-95. http://www.el-cerrito.org/DocumentCenter/
View/5943.

Emeryville, CA

• Department of Economic Development and Housing. “Minimum Wage Ordinance.” City of
Emeryville, 2016. http://www.ci.emeryville.ca.us/1024/Minimum-Wage-Ordinance.

Johnson County, IA

• Board of Supervisors. “Minimum Wage in Johnson County.” Johnson County, 2016. http:
//www.johnson-county.com/dept_supervisors.aspx?id=18549.

Las Cruces, NM

• Las Cruces, New Mexico, Municipal Code § 14. http://www.las-cruces.org/~/media/
lcpublicwebdev2/site%20documents/article%20documents/pio/minimum%20wage%20ordinanace/
minimum%20wage.ashx?la=en.

Lexington, KY

• Lexington, Kentucky, Municipal Code § 13A. http://laborcenter.berkeley.edu/wp-content/
uploads/2015/12/Lexington-Fayette_County_Minimum_Wage_Ordinance.pdf.
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Long Beach, CA

• City Council. “Finished Agenda and Minutes: Tuesday, January 19, 2016.” Long Beach, CA:
City of Long Beach. http://longbeach.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=M&ID=464765&GUID=
B671C01E-D262-4630-8090-031AECB46D1B.

Los Angeles, CA

• Department of Public Works. “City of Los Angeles Minimum Wage: Frequently Asked
Questions.” Los Angeles, CA: City of Los Angeles, 2015. https://bca.lacity.org/site/
pdf/lwo/Los%20Angeles%20Minimum%20FAQ.pdf.

Los Angeles County, CA

• Board of Supervisors. “Statement of Proceedings: Tuesday, July 21, 2015.” Los Angeles, CA:
County of Los Angeles, 2015. http://file.lacounty.gov/bos/sop/cms1_232033.pdf.

Louisville, KY

• Louisville, Kentucky, Municipal Code § 112-04. https://louisvilleky.gov/sites/default/
files/metro_council/pdf_files/o47014minimumwage.pdf.

Montgomery County, MD

• Montgomery County, Maryland, County Code § 27. http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/
COUNCIL/Resources/Files/bill/2013/20131126_27-13a.pdf.

• Turque, Bill. “Montgomery Council votes to increase minimum wage.” The Washington Post,
November 26, 2013. https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/maryland-news/montgomery-
council-votes-to-increase-minimum-wage/2013/11/26/ecc295c2-56ee-11e3-ba82-16ed03681809_
story.html.

Mountain View, CA

• City Council. “City Minimum Wage.” City of Mountain View, 2016. http://www.mountainview.
gov/council/study_issues_fy_15_16/study_issues_fy_14_15/city_minimum_wage.asp.

• Mountain View, California, Municipal Code § 42-14. http://www.mountainview.gov/
documents/MinimumWageOrdinance-Dec2015.pdf.

Oakland, CA

• O�ce of the City Attorney. “Oakland’s Minimum Wage Law: Frequently Asked Ques-
tions.” Oakland, CA: City of Oakland, 2015. http://www.oaklandcityattorney.org/PDFS/
Guides%20and%20FAQs/Revised%20Measure%20FF%20FAQ%20Feb%202015.pdf.
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